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[bookmark: _GoBack]On the morning of June 17, 2004, 47-year-old Cheryl Williams and 68-year-old Carol Bareis were found stabbed to death in their home at 121 Vagabond Way in Altamonte Springs, Florida.
Mark Van Sandt called police shortly before 9 a.m. saying he discovered the bodies when he stopped to pick up clothes for his girlfriend, Samantha Williams, who was the daughter of Cheryl Williams and the granddaughter of Carol Bareis. Although Samantha lived with Cheryl and Bareis, Van Sandt said he and Samantha had spent the previous night at his home and that she had gone to work separately that morning.
Cheryl Williams had been stabbed 129 times and bled to death. Her body was found blocking the front door of their house. Bareis, who was partially paralyzed after suffering a stroke, was on the living room floor next to her wheelchair. She had been stabbed twice.
Police found a bloody 10-inch kitchen knife between the residence and the house next door at 117 Vagabond Way. Samantha, who had come to the scene, then said she had a strong suspicion a “gut feeling” that the attacker was 24-year-old Clemente Aguirre-Jarquin, who lived with two roommates at 117 Vagabond Way.
Aguirre-Jarquin worked at a restaurant where he washed dishes and prepped food. He had entered illegally into the U.S. after fleeing from his native Honduras when narcotics traffickers tried to force him to become a member of their gang.
At 11 a.m., Seminole County Sheriff’s deputies went to the residence. Aguirre-Jarquin and his two roommates said they knew nothing about the attack.
However, later that day, Aguirre-Jarquin went to the police, and told them that he had been drinking during the night and ran out of beer. Because the store would not open for another hour, he said, he went next door to ask for beer. He said he went through the front door, which was never locked, and saw that Cheryl was dead. He was arrested for tampering with evidence from a crime scene.
Surprisingly, the bloody knife police found resembled the knives used at the restaurant where Aguirre-Jarquin worked. The head chef told police that one of the restaurant’s 10-inch chef’s knives was missing.
On June 25, 2004, Aguirre-Jarquin was indicted on charges of first-degree murder and burglary. He went to trial in Seminole County Circuit Court in February 2006.
Law enforcement officers, physicians, and crime lab analysts testified about the evidence at the crime scene and the victims’ wounds. Cheryl had severe wounds to her lungs and leg, one of which severed her femoral artery. She was stabbed in the arms, legs, back, hands, feet, and chest. One stab wound to her left lung was considered the fatal wound. She also had numerous defensive wounds on her hands and feet that suggested an extremely violent struggle and a painful death. Bareis died from a stab wound that severed her left ventricle. She also had been stabbed in the back.
According to the testimony, the stab wounds were consistent with being caused by the chef’s knife found between the victims’ residence and Aguirre’s home. The knife had Cheryl’s blood on the handle and Bareis’s blood on the blade. An analyst testified that this indicated that Cheryl was killed first.
When he finished beer, he went to the next room and found Cheryl was dead, he said he tried to wake her up by lifting her but she was already dead. Walking to the sitting room, he found Bareis also dead. Aguirre-Jarquin said he did not call police because he was an illegal immigrant and was afraid of being deported. On February 28, 2006, the jury convicted him of first-degree murder and burglary. Although he yelled from his seat that he was innocent and they were trying to kill an innocent person, the jury voted 7 to 5 to impose a death penalty for the murder of Cheryl, and 9 to 3 to impose the death penalty for the murder of Bareis. The trial judge then sentenced Aguirre-Jarquin to death.

Once in prison, how did Aguirre Jarquin go about in seeking exoneration?
In 2007, the work of the fingerprint analyst, Donna Birks, came under review after a co-worker reported that Birks had made a positive identification of a print that was impossible to read. The review determined that Birks was wrong when she said she identified Aguirre-Jarquin’s print on the killer-knife. In fact, the print was not suitable for comparison.
Aguirre-Jarquin filed a motion for a new trial based on the disclosure, but it was denied. In 2009, the Florida Supreme Court upheld Aguirre-Jarquin’s convictions and death sentence.
In 2011, Aguirre-Jarquin’s attorneys at the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel’s office asked the Innocence Project for help in seeking DNA testing of more than 80 pieces of evidence.
The results of the tests were presented at an evidentiary hearing in 2013. Aguirre-Jarquin was excluded as the source of the DNA at the scene, and Samantha’s DNA was found in eight locations that the defense contended were consistent with her being the attacker. Samantha had mental illness and in one occasion, when transported by police she heard saying that “her mother and her grandmother had “died for me”
How did Aguirre- Jarquin’s exoneration occur?
In August 2013, Circuit Judge Jessica Recksiedler denied the motion for a new trial. She ruled that the evidence would not have convinced a jury to acquit Aguirre-Jarquin.
While the appeal of the denial of the motion for a new trial was pending, the case was remanded to allow the defense lawyers to present additional evidence that Samantha had confessed. Four people testified that Samantha had admitted she killed her mother and grandmother. Samantha’s friend, Nichole Casey, testified that on two occasions in 2010, Samantha admitted to the murders. Casey said that Samantha was crying and making “a stabbing motion toward her chest.” Casey said Samantha told her “that the demons had made her do it.”
Three of Samantha’s former neighbours testified to three separate instances in which Samantha admitted to the murders. Christine Laravuso testified that in March 2012 at a neighbourhood barbeque, Samantha said, “I’m crazy, I’m evil, and I killed my grandmother and my mother.”
Two other neighbours, Marianne Laravuso and Michael Bowman, testified that in July 2012, after they asked her to leave their property, Samantha said that she “was not afraid” of them and that she had “killed [her] mom and grandma.” A few months later, Marianne saw Samantha standing in her yard and asked her to leave. Marianne testified that Samantha replied, “I’m not afraid of you guys …I killed my mom, I killed my grandmother.”
Judge Recksiedler again denied the motion for a new trial.
In October 2016, the Florida Supreme Court reversed the denial of a new trial, vacated Aguirre-Jarquin’s convictions and death sentence, and ordered a new trial and lucky enough Samantha was the killer.
What errors had occurred in the part of the criminal justice system?
Just like in many cases, in depth investigations are not done. The more close a suspect is to a case might actually not be in reality. Jarquins was seen as the murderer for a long time and even spending time behind bars having not done any crime. The fact that Judge Recksiedler was denying the new trial motions, she was actually against the single idea of acquitting Jarquins. Her strong oppositions were later discovered that she was doing that for her self-gains.
This represents how corrupt and rotten the corridors of power can be when they are used for personal gains. Probably she colluded with Samantha who is the real killer and who walking free like someone who has done nothing. The same courts where justice could be found are the same courts where justice is denied. What an irony!!.
Jarquins is saved by the Florida Supreme Court, which acquits him the case, and the real culprit is brought to face the full force of the law.
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